PS 410-001 Politics of Modern Middle East
Instructor: Hossein Motamedi
Office Hours: MWF 11-12; TR 5-6
Office Location: 223 Moloney Building

Email: Hossein.Motamedi@kctcs.edu
Office Phone: 246.6321

Course Overview: 
Instruction begins with a historical introduction to the beginning and concepts used to understand the interplay of Middle Eastern politics and history, including the concept of civil society and the security state.  The socio-economic background of the area is covered; particularly the nation states that make up the area are analyzed in detail.  This course will consist of lectures and classroom related instructor/student related interactivities.  Hence, when questions arise, do not hesitate to present them in the classroom.
Exams: 
Two exams that will be conducted in essay format, and the dates are as follows:   


1st Unit Test: 


2nd Unit Test: 


(Please bring large blue books only; 2 per test)
Textbooks:
1. A Concise History of the Middle East, by Arthur Goldschmidt & Lawrence Davidson, Westview Press, 2006 (referred to below as HISTO)
2. Diplomacy in the Middle East, by L. Carl Brown, I.B. Tarus 2005 (referred to below as DIPLO)
3. The Contemporary Middle East, Ed by Karl Yambert, Westview Press, 2006.  (referred to below as CONTEMP)
4. The Crisis of Islam, by Bernard Lewis, The Modern Library, 2003 (referred to below as CRISIS)
5. The Middle East, Latest edition (currently 11th), by William J. Spencer, McGraw Hill Companies

6. Politics in the Middle East, 5th edition by James A. Bill and Robert Springborg.
7. Middle East and North Africa, by Joseph N. Weatherby

Classroom Policy and Procedure:

This course is based on lectures and assigned reading. Accordingly, you are encouraged to stay engaged in the classroom by asking questions, and thusly broadening our understanding of the subject matter.  Please take care that all cell phones remain off during the class period and stowaway your cell phones.  If any interruptions should occur, either the telephone ringing during the class period or you are sighted engaged in text messaging, after a friendly warning by me, I shall reserve the right to take off five (5) percentage points from the final course grade, per occurrence of such disruptions.  
Course Outline and Reading Assignments:

· A Concise History of the Middle East, (HISTO)
· Diplomacy in the Middle East, (DIPLO)
· The Contemporary Middle East, (CONTEMP)
· The Crisis of Islam, (CRISIS)
I. The Middle East – an overview of the course reviews of concepts, discussions, etc.. 

A. HISTO, ch. 1-3

B. DIPLO, Introduction

C. CONTEMP, chs. 1-3, 19

II. Islamic Civilization

A. HISTO, chs. 5-9, 

B. CONTEMP, ch. 19
C. CRISIS, ch. 1-5

III. Islam from imperialism to modernization

A. HISTO, chs. 10-14

B. CRISIS, chs. 6-9

IV. Syria, Jordan, Lebanon

A. HISTO, pgs. 358-366

B. DIPLO, chs. 7-8, pgs. 281-285

V. Iraq

A. HISTO, chs. 13-21

B. DIPLO, ch. 9

C. CONTEMP, chs. 10, 13

VI. Israel and the Palestinians

A. HISTO, chs. 16-17

B. DIPLO, ch. 6

C. CONTEMP, chs. 4-9

VII. Turkey and Iran

A. HISTO, ch. 14

B. DIPLO, ch. 12-13

C. CONTEMP, ch. 11-12

VIII. Gulf States – Saudi Arabia, Egypt, The Emirates 
A. HISTO, ch. 15, review chs. 11-12

B. DIPLO, chs. 5 and 11,  pg. 284-289

C. CONTEMP, chs. 15-18

IX. International Relations in the Middle East

A. HISTO, chs. 18, 20

B. DIPLO, chs. 1-4, and Conclusion

C. CONTEMP, ch. 20 

D. CRISIS, chs. 6-7

X. The Rise of Radical Islamic Fundamentalism

A. HISTO, ch. 19 and 21

B. CRISIS, ch. 7-9

C. CONTEMPT, 19 and 21

XI. Arab – Israeli Conflict

A. HISTO, chs. 16-17

B. CONTEMPT, review ch. 21 

